
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LO W E L L V I L L E  S C H O O L  F O U N D A T I O N  

NEWSLETTER 

Scholarships Awarded to Class of 2017 
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L to R: Matthew Hynes, Elainie Huncik, Elia Basista, Michaela Mrakovich, Alyssa Anderson, Morgan LaCamera, David Durbin 

 

The Lowellville School Foundation awarded $9,850 in tuition scholarships to graduates of the Class of 2017 (pictured below) to assist 
with their higher education endeavors.  

The Foundation’s mission is to enhance the educational opportunities available to Lowellville students through scholarships and 
classroom grants for curriculum enrichment. Each year, all Lowellville High School seniors are invited to apply for a higher education 
tuition scholarship. Recipients are chosen on a point system based on GPA, ACT score, extra-curricular activities, written essay and 
interview. Applicants with the highest point totals without full tuition scholarships from other sources are selected to receive a 
scholarship. Since 2006, 85 LHS graduates have benefited from $137,600 in Foundation scholarships. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
  

Reverse Raffle Fundraiser April 22nd 
New: Tickets Available for Purchase Online! 

Thank You Donors! 

Tickets are on sale for The Foundation’s 8th Annual Reverse 
Raffle dinner to be held Sunday, April 22 starting at 5:00pm 
at the Lowellville School Cafeteria.  Tickets are $35.00 and 
include dinner and a chance to win the $2,000 Grand Prize 
and other cash prizes. Sideboard 50/50 tickets will also be 
sold at the dinner for $5.00.  

A maximum of 300 tickets will be sold. To purchase by cash 
or check, see any Foundation Director, call 330-397-7597 or 
email LHSreverseraffle@gmail.com. Winners need not be 
present at dinner to win. 

NEW: Purchase tickets by credit or debit card online at 
https://lhsreverseraffle.eventbrite.com - perfect for out-of-
town supporters! 

The Reverse Raffle is the Foundation’s primary fundraiser. All 
proceeds help fund Foundation scholarships. 

 

Thank you to all who supported the reverse raffle and the 
following donors who made contributions to the Foundation 
in fiscal year 2017 (July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017).  

Anthony Esarco 
Falcon Foundry 

Great Lakes Biomedical 
Mt Carmel Society 

 
 

 

Education and Career Achievements of Past Scholarship Recipients 

Hillary Garland Smith (2009) accepted a Social Media 
Strategist position at Clemson University last fall. She 
oversees all of the university social platforms, works with the 
colleges and departments to organize and publish content 
and measure digital efforts, and creates content to showcase 
university research. Hillary also runs her own personal 
lifestyle blog, is a member of Women Who Code-Greenville, 
and the social media community manager for the American 
Red Cross of South Carolina.   

Scott Partika (2009) started a new job in government affairs 
for CareSource, a Medicaid managed care organization. He is 
responsible for lobbying activity and government relations in 
Ohio. 

Cori Pavlicko Banyon (2010) is a full-time entrepreneur and 
CEO of her company AndMe.TV. Cori is one of thirteen 
entrepreneurs accepted into the competitive Project Music 
Portfolio program, founded by Nashville's Entrepreneurship 
Center and the Country Music Association (CMA). Her 
company will receive on-demand support and a music 
industry immersion, as well as connections to industry 
leaders and expert mentorship. Cori is also part of the 
Charleston Harbor Entrepreneur Center program. You can 
visit her website at www.andme.tv. 

Michelle Sergi (2010) will be entering her final year of 
medical school and is applying for pediatric residency 
programs. She received a $30,000 scholarship from the Rural 
and Urban Scholars Pathway Honors Program and is 
presenting research at the Annual American College of 
Osteopathic Pediatricians National Conference about chronic 
pain management in a child with a complex genetic tumor 
disorder to improve quality of life and decrease opioid 
dosing. Michelle has raised over $127,000 for Akron 
Children’s Hospital Mahoning Valley pediatric palliative care 
program through her Meritage of Miracles event. The 5th 
annual event will be held at Stambaugh Auditorium on 
Sunday, August 19, 2018. Michelle also helps children as a 
Wish Granter for Make-A-Wish. 

Annie Partika (2011) will be starting a dual-PhD/MPP 
program in human development and public policy at 
Georgetown University in the fall.  

Emily Carlson (2012) will be graduating in May with her 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Ohio Northern University. 

Taylor Hvisdak (2012) graduated from YSU with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing last spring.  She is employed in Cleveland 
at University Hospital where she works on the Transplant 
Institute floor.  She will be returning to graduate school and 
is getting married next summer.    

Foundation Recognizes Academic 
Excellence 
The Foundation started a 
new tradition and 
presented “Academic 
Excellence” pins to the 
Class of 2017 graduates 
receiving a Diploma with 
Honors. The pins were 
presented at the Senior 
Breakfast to: 
Juliana Rotz, Michaela Mrakovich, Elainie Huncick 
(Salutatorian), Elia Basista, Alyssa Anderson, Nathan Williams  
(Valedictorian), Matthew Hynes (Valedictorian), David Durbin 
and Joshua Bryan (Valedictorian). 

HELP WANTED 
The Foundation Board is adding two additional Directors. 
Anyone interested in serving is encouraged to submit a 

resume or brief summary of interest and relevant 
experience/skills  to: 

Dr. Thomas at g.thomas@lowellvilleschool.org or contact 
him at 330-536-8426. 



 

 

 

Education and Career Achievements of Past Scholarship Recipients 
 Rachel Durbin (2013) graduated from Westminster College in 
May 2017, and she is currently a Women’s Basketball 
Graduate Assistant at Alfred University in New York. Rachel is 
pursuing a master’s degree in mental health counseling. 

JT Hvisdak (2013) is studying construction management at 
Kent State University. He was part of a team that finished in 
the top three in the Associative School of Construction-Critical 
Thinking Student Competition in Chicago. JT is part of the Kent 
State Habitat for Humanity and is a member of the 
Construction Management Student Organization. He will be 
doing an internship in Cleveland this summer and plans to 
graduate in the fall. 

Abbey Partika (2013) graduated from The College of Wooster 
last year with a Bachelor of Arts in studio art. She completed 
her senior thesis on sustainable furniture design by designing 
and building coffee tables out of recycled wood. She has 
relocated to Washington D.C. and is working in interior design. 

Kaye Solak (2013) is currently working at Select Specialty 
Hospital in Boardman as a Respiratory Therapist. 

Gia Amendola (2014) is in her senior year at Kent State 
University. She serves as the Promotions Director of A 
Magazine, a fashion publication on campus, and helped launch 
their successful print issue last Fall. She maintains a leadership 
role on campus as a University Student Ambassador and 
started working at a digital marketing agency in Akron part-
time this semester.  

Nick Lucente (2014) will be graduating from YSU in May. He 
plans to pursue a master’s degree in biology and apply for NEO 
Med. Nick coaches track at Lowellville. 

Justin Stellmar (2014), a mechanical engineer senior at YSU, 
completed an internship at Baird Brothers and is currently an 
intern at Vallourec. After graduation this June, he plans to 
pursue a master's degree in mechanical engineering at YSU 
and begin a graduate assistant research position. 

Kayla Theisler (2014) is a junior pursuing a degree in 
mechanical engineering degree at YSU with a minor in studio 
art and mathematics. She serves as the Vice President of the 
university chapter of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and is also involved in the Honors College, the 
Society of Women Engineers, and the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. Kayla will begin her 4th co-op as a product 
development engineer with Harley-Davidson's corporate 
headquarters in Milwaukee, Wisconsin starting this May. 

Antonina Boggia (2015) joined YSU's chapter of Alpha Xi Delta 
sorority and became a founder and secretary of YSU's Society 
for Collegiate Leadership and Achievement Honors Society 
(SCLA). She also holds a job as a Peer Leader in the Office of 
First Year Student Services where she gets to assist first year 
students with college transition. 

Andi J. Hrusovsky (2015) is finishing up her third year at 
Westminster College majoring in biology and will be starting 
the physician assistant program at Duquesne University this 
fall. 

Meagan Mills (2015) is currently a junior in the nursing 
program at YSU. She became a Peer Tutor at the Center for 
Student Progress last fall semester. Meagan accepted a 
summer intern with UPMC and will be working at Magee 
Women’s Hospital in Pittsburgh starting in May.  

Emily Partika (2015) is currently a junior at The College of 
Wooster majoring in political science. Last summer, she 
interned at Congressman Tim Ryan's office in Washington 
D.C., and this past fall she studied the European Union in 
Freiburg, Germany. This summer, she will be working at "Save 
Our Youth," a non-profit organization in Denver, CO, where 
she will be working to empower middle school children 
through both education and leadership workshops. 

Nicholas Piccirillo (2015) is finishing up his third year in 
biochemistry at YSU. Nick is doing research in the biology 
department, where he is classifying different fungi and 
studying polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) 
degradation. 

Van Vanover (2015) is pursuing an associate’s degree at the 
Community College of the Air Force in aircraft structural 
maintenance technologies. 

Brooke Zackasee (2015) is finishing up an intervention 
specialist degree at YSU. After graduation, she plans to return 
to YSU to complete her master’s degree in school psychology. 
She has been working with inner city youth on literacy skills. 

Jessica Millette (2016) is currently finishing up her 
sophomore year at YSU. She was recognized as a new 
member of The National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS) 
last fall, and she joined the organization Students for Sight. 
Jessica was awarded a Certificate of Excellence for delivering 
a short research presentation in her class on autism. 

Anthony Nakley (2016) is a sophomore honors student at 
YSU studying finance, on a certified financial planner track. 
Anthony is a YSU Honors Trustee as well as Co-Chair for the 
Honors Formal Committee. Anthony is a member of the 
Business Leaders at the Williamson College of Business 
Administration and a member of the Student Investment 
Fund, which manages a $1.3 million portfolio for the YSU 
Foundation. He also made the Dean’s List for the third 
consecutive semester in the fall. 

Elia Basista (2017) is a first year student at YSU. She is 
pursuing a degree in early childhood education and made the 
Dean's List for her first semester. 

Matt Hynes (2017) is currently finishing his first year at The 
Ohio State University where he is studying civil engineering. 
Matt is a member of Engineers without Borders and is 
working on designing a water pump system for a developing 
community in The Gambia. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Lowellville Local Schools 
52 Rocket Place 
Lowellville, OH  44436 
 

LHS STUDENTS NEED YOUR HELP! 
The Lowellville School Foundation is a non-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to helping make Lowellville's school a world-
class educational facility.  A donation to the Lowellville School Foundation allows you to leave a legacy for generations to 
come.  We sincerely appreciate your generosity and concern for the young people of our community, and welcome your 
contributions and involvement. 

TO CONTRIBUTE, SEND THIS FORM WITH A CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO: 
LOWELLVILLE SCHOOL FOUNDATION  

52 ROCKET PLACE 
LOWELLVILLE, OHIO 44436 

Name _________________________________________ LHS Class__________ Maiden _____________________________ 

Spouse ________________________________________ LHS Class__________ Maiden _____________________________ 

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________ E-mail ___________________________________________________________ 

Donation enclosed $_________ Donor Board wording ($500 or more) __________________________________  

____ I have included Lowellville School Foundation in my estate plans 

____ Please send me information on making provisions in my estate plans 

The Lowellville School Foundation is dedicated to enhancing the educational opportunities 
available to Lowellville students. Our Foundation actively encourages and supports improvements 
in the school’s academic performance and overall operations. 


